
Pr e ve n t in g La w n  We e d  Gr o w t h  Be fo r e  It  St a r t s  

Th e  b e s t  wa y to  d e a l with  we e d s? Sto p  th e m  b e fo re  th e y e ve n  b e co m e  a  
p ro b le m . Pr e ve n t io n  is  n o t  on ly e a s ie r  b u t  a ls o  m u ch  le s s  t im e -co n s u m in g 
th a n  ta cklin g a  fu ll-b lo wn  in fe s ta t io n . He re  a re  so m e  ke y p re ve n t ive  m e a su re s  
to  co n s id e r . 

1. Mo w  High  

Mo win g yo u r  la wn  h igh e r  le a ve s  gra ss  b la d e s  ta lle r , wh ich  s h a d e s  t h e  s o il a n d  
re d u ce s  th e  ch a n ce  fo r  we e d  se e d s  to  ge rm in a te . Aim  fo r  a b o u t  3 t o  4 in ch e s  
in  h e igh t  d e p e n d in g o n  you r  gra ss  typ e . 

2. Ke e p  Yo u r  La w n  Th ick  a n d  He a lt h y 

A we ll-m a in ta in e d  la wn  with  th ick gra ss  n a tu ra lly cr o w d s  o u t  w e e d s , le a vin g 
lit t le  roo m  fo r  th e m  to  gro w. Ove r s e e d in g in  t h e  s p r in g o r  fa ll ca n  h e lp  fill 
b a re  sp o ts , e n su r in g a  d e n se  la wn  th a t’s  le s s  vu ln e r a b le  t o  w e e d  in t r u s io n . 

3. Fe r t ilize  Co r r e ct ly 

We e d s  lo ve  we a k la wn s , so  fe e d in g yo u r  gra ss  th e  n u tr ie n ts  it  n e e d s  is  ke y. 
Ne a r  w a t e r w a ys , u s e  lo w  Nit r o ge n , Ze r o  Ph o s p h o r o u s  fe r t ilize r  a n d  le a ve  
a  30-fo o t  b u ffe r  zo n e  a wa y fro m  th e  wa te rwa y.  To o  m u ch  fe r t ilize r  ca n  d o  
m o re  h a rm  th a n  goo d , so  b e  su re  n o t  to  o ve rd o  it . 

4 . Wa t e r  De e p ly a n d  Le s s  Oft e n  

Fre q u e n t  sh a llo w wa te r in g e n co u ra ge s  we e d  growth , w h ile  d e e p  a n d  
in fr e q u e n t  w a t e r in g p r o m o t e s  s t r o n g gr a s s r o o t s , re d u cin g op p o rtu n ity fo r  
we e d s .  Wa t e r  yo u r  la w n  e a r ly in  t h e  m o r n in g, e n su r in g it  re ce ive s  a b o u t  1 
t o  1.5 in ch e s  o f w a t e r  p e r  w e e k . 

5. Mu lch  a n d  Us e  La n d s ca p e  Fa b r ic in  b e d s  b y la w n  

Fo r  ga r d e n  b e d s  a n d  a re a s  n e a r  yo u r  la wn , a p p lyin g m u lch  ca n  b lo ck  
s u n ligh t  fro m  re a ch in g we e d  se e d s , p re ve n t in g th e m  fro m  sp ro u t in g.  



Be s t  La k e s id e  la w n  We e d  Co n t r o l Me t h o d s  

Near waterways, to reduce toxicity for aquatic organisms, there are 
environmentally friendly ways to handle weeds. Natural options can be 
surprisingly effective, especially for smaller infestations. 

1. Hand-Pulling 

Pulling weeds by hand is a tried-and-true method for small, manageable 
areas. The key is to pull them out completely, roots and all, to prevent 
regrowth. Pull weeds after a rainstorm, when the soil is moist, as it 
makes the task much easier.  

2. Boiling Water 

Pouring boiling water directly onto weeds is a simple way to kill them 
without chemicals. This method works best for weeds growing in cracks of 
patios or driveways. 

3. Vinegar Solution 

Household vinegar (with at least 5% acetic acid) can act as a natural 
herbicide. Spray it directly onto weeds on a sunny day for best results. 
Be cautious with vinegar, though, as it can also harm your grass or other 
plants. 

Put the mixture in a spray bottle and spritz on weeds. Barta says it usually 
takes two to three days on average to work, depending on the plant 
species. 

4. Corn Gluten Meal 

Corn gluten meal, a byproduct of corn processing, can act as a natural 
pre-emergent herbicide. It prevents weed seeds from germinating while 
also providing nitrogen to your lawn, acting as dual-purpose treatment.  



If you need to use chemicals: 

Start with the lowest toxicity possible and wait the entire recommended 
time frame for it to work. Not all herbicides work immediately. 

Avoid putting down herbicides or fertilizer before a predicted rainfall 

5. Chemicals  

Top Safe Weed Killers for Lakeside Lawns 
• Roundup Custom for Aquatic & Terrestrial Use: Formerly Aqua Master, 

this is highly effective on weeds in both water and on the bank. It is non-
selective and safe for fish. 

• Eliminator: A non-selective herbicide ideal for killing terrestrial weeds 
near water, including cattails and algae. 

• Dibrox: Effective for aquatic weeds and safe for fish/wildlife.  
 

Usage Guidelines Near Michigan Waterbodies 
 
• Label Compliance: Always read the label. Products such as Aquathol K 

are effective but have restrictions on use in some states. 
• Avoid Runoff: Treat weeds on warm, sunny days when rain is not 

predicted to prevent the herbicide from washing into the lake. 
• Spot Treatment: Use specialized equipment like hand pump sprayers 

or spot treatments to reduce the amount of product used, as shown 
by Aqua-Weed Control. 

 
 

Safety Note: When using homemade remedies like vinegar and salt, exercise 
caution, as high concentrations of salt can alter soil chemistry, affecting plant 
growth.  
 

 

 

https://aquaweed.com/


 

 

Products that can harm lakes and rivers 

• RoundUp (Non-Aquatic, traditional.)  This product is not federally 
approved for use near water. So while it may kill weeds, it will also kill 
any shoreline plants. 

• Any fertilizer containing phosphate. Runoff into lakes will cause 
algae blooms. 

• Weed-and-feed products. These generally contain way more fertilizer 
and herbicide than needed and both are readily water-soluble. 

• Glyphosate. This is a common ingredient in a lot of herbicides. But it’s 
not a targeted weed killer—it also kills good aquatic plants. 

• 2,4-D. A common ingredient in weed-and-feed products, it is also a 
known carcinogen and toxic to aquatic life. 

 

 

 

                           

 

https://www.familyhandyman.com/list/the-ultimate-guide-to-a-weed-free-landscape/
https://www.familyhandyman.com/article/how-to-kill-weeds/#:%7E:text=What%20are%20the%20best%20broadleaf,Three%2DWay%E2%80%9D%20broadleaf%20herbicides.
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